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Characters.

Caroline : 28 years
Charles, her hugband, 35 years

Miehael, a student
A porter

: NG . L-oc_aflan. S«l-a-hon 3cene u;s Ch Le M
The curtaln oweLs in & set reavﬂseatidg & V11Laoe Zégﬁaag:;E“”“hLl
The bHime is lat e afterpoon in summer,
mpoch 3 up to l te., There is ‘movement typical of this sort of ssation. Michael
the student enters right/s earrying a viOTin case and @ ﬁ%gﬁﬁ%w ekend bag and
nakes b¢1geTf comfortanle on & station benech. We see haw « s0 D00 enters:

Char les followed by & porter carrying baggage, etc..

. R ; . )
GHARLES = Fine, Just-%ive them there plezse...here (gilves him a bill)

Porber : Thonks ( begins to go off)

P

, Char les : Just & ninute J Then is our train due ?

Porter : The ggg%@ﬁ train ’c.cn:aans’c,ozuuJ

{Gharles @ o asm,' I'n .eoming fron Besten, hen is the local train due 2

6 Porter ¥ ( Lookin b&blg pocket wateh) I guess in about forty W“QUuOS.
| the port e M[u%éﬁ By b
1 0Harles : ( As the porter goes off ) onty minutes vhe de-
vil & dan't tney molte these brains 001nitde ?...%eeal's’ Z5king too
much

(¢ ?OTI::_enuers carrying numberless packets and bags with a tfave11nv rug

d&ﬂollﬂg Pdhind her. She is looking ve“y distraught end passes by chﬁ?Tes
without seelng him almost going off stage )

| < AL Y e
7/ CGharles 3 Carollne Jwheve i§j§$ézégi%=ﬁ;ma are you 501ng ( she, starts on hearins

his voice and goas over to him ) our things are over here.Let me
ve all those oackaﬂﬂs (hel in..n r stackﬁ them on the bench) #ae-
e "f”'“m -,wt we had to chonge eemikii@tnus o, aidn %{Becur to you
to Z these in 2 bag ? - )

4 Qaroline : Yes, Charles ( sbsently)

) harles ¢ I'm sure zhﬁ3-nf&f—e£~%ﬁese~%ﬂiﬂgﬁ—yﬁu-ﬁeﬁJt—be—ua&&g...Het box 2

are you golng to use & hat in the country ?

{ N

i{ Caroline : Yes, Charles.

|1 Charles : Since when do women use hats in the country ?

(|l Garoline : I don' know, Charles.

-

| Cherlesy Lets see...one, two, three, Tfour trunks, a ba fgur r packedpsand a
\ rug...ley < Weren't there Iive sacloss pre b -u,:—;.*
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1f§ Caroline : Yes, Charles.

/([ Charles : So you lose & packefpeond sit there as 1f nothing had happened /!

/4 Caroline : No, Charles. 5
_ wheelor wanr oF henf
[{ Charles : Well then, how wag Ji{ ? Five or four paclkejed ?

14 Garoline : Four, Charles, just four.

J» gharles: ( Sitting and opening hls newspaper) When will women learn to travel
with dwst thernegassericiwhat fluy need 7

71 garoline : Yes, Cherles.

' {Charles : ( @laring at her ) Yes, Charles J No, Charles J...Caroline ! (resig-
ngtion) ( goes back to the paperpand then, brightly ) Yowiknow ! In
the train I noticeda couplefads thet could be very interesting. -Here
they are, listen ! " Rq@#é%ggg%ﬁr...ll feet. Good condition. Buy for

: eash;‘ N_osﬁg%missic;;f’:u(}all tei.ephone etCeseCtC. . " arA J”l—u‘-zf oA ltgn,
‘:ﬁu M"w ; ES-TO quLI"Vim M“ﬂ M
T ety _7“7"“’,}?‘% M %ﬁy Gaawl;\, ananed MW%‘M«W
pogresnts . W Than wey we, cdnld et freenen amel wae wy foest
peodsnsct o d posg &l Tose VaAF 0n M Gdabdrmments o lmw,m,’o\. ?Z"W‘ u/);w A

buew The fvasmer a voaw 1 ca&ﬂfﬁﬁﬂﬁkﬁﬁauﬂL = but Thn sanve we 2/
..W"é’““ cuns wog J. A ap iy 43 s i . iy Taddl
) Laroling : Yes, Charles. 7 L o (S‘ng'ﬁ) - Carrling, >

9 Charles : Qaroline...What emew-15 the matter with youy?

)¢ Caroline : Me...(smliles) Nothing, why 2

V¥ Charles : PFor the last half am hour you 've beely saying "Yes,Charles" without

the faintest ldea of ‘what you're saying. 2 !

/] Caroline : g?ar%es“; (impatiently) I know perfectly well what I ®ay:..I say "Yes
arLe SNy ’

1% Charles : Well : ail right, what do you think 2
74 Garoline Whatﬂdo I think ?
)i Charles : ( containing himself ) Yes...whét do you think 2
.
7l Caroline : Ah oo 0e8 00 nabOUT What, forhéﬁ%$é§§;f%
}1x0harles > (tapﬁing the newspaper gently ) About these ads for ggg?ﬁkev
e e bt Y

;N 3 o . i il e .
y ¢ Caroline. : Ah, yes, %ii%e—yﬁéﬁﬁsﬁ Taere are too many ads.They shbuld dedicate
more space to literature.

)" Charles : ( Martyrised ) Literature .
/> Caroline : But, Charles...you have always said that. Why do you try to confuse

me ? I agrgi iggolutely with you.

7
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)6 Charles : Yes, of course you do...but you haven 't the slightest idea of what I
am-é@ﬁﬂﬂg‘f‘kbraj' .

}} Caroline : BWell then, tell me what it 's 2ll about but keep your hair on J

¢ Charles : If we could sell our freezer......

/

-4 Caroline : (interrupiing him ) Sell é& ¢...I woyldn 't think of it, the meat

a would SP+odr...yhere would® keep ye-':é?fﬁéif%ni'f o« apt Lop
anything. .. 1#

J0 Charles : ( Interrupting her ) I haven't finished yet. We could change it for
a Sloop 4

V/ Caroline : What ideas you get « Who would want to trade a\?ébéfr
for a freoezer 2 -

V} Charles : If you took the trouble to read these ads, WAML...(throws the paper
yon the platform in a rage) To hell with it J whet I want to know is
whyt the devil youkaee day dreaming abiothe fiwe 7

U7 CGaroline : But,charles!( rises and collects the paper ) Why do you always throw
things on the floor 2

-,
J/ Gharles : Don't change thew

/( Caroline : I'm not changlng the Mwas picking up the newspaper. Train

Journeys upset you sSo0...

vl Charles : (mimicking her soft manner ) It is mot the train journeys that upset
ne, dear,  ba coae W“Z Freys,

A

Caroline :@oodness J& You soun ¥ 1 husha
p— . S

(¢ Gharles : Why won't you tell me what you were day dreaming about ?

VG Caroline : Me ?
¢2 Charles : Yes, you .

~{ Caroline : How do you expect me to know whet I was thinking about... ¥§ nothing
: I suppose...nothing in particular...Nothing.

51 Gharles : Ah « 80 you want me %o believeﬁauring the whole journey you thought
Ef absolutely nothing, though you had the same witless expression you
. ave Now.

§ 7 garoline : Is that a crime J

g\fCharles : No { it's a lie. Nobody ean think of nothing for so long. Such & con-
‘ tinlios effort to keep the mind blank would exhaust even the most prac
tised brains.

V! Caroline : For goodness sakes Charles, how can you be so complicated. T didn 't
meke the slightest effori. Besides = when I say I was thinking of-
nothing - I meant.., well.....everything.
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( to an imaginary Witness ) Ha J When she sgays "nothing" she means

V[ Charles :
"everything". - -

5 | garoline ; Do you ha%e to repeat everything I say.... you make me feel silly,
(¥ Charles: I repeat y®li to show how completely illogiwal your replies are... and
£ it's that, that makeg you feel silly.

( hurt ) I think you are beging very diffieult and not a bit helpful

14 ®aroline :
Generally you understand me perfectly well.

: NWot when you are trying to podl the wool over my eyes ( Taking her by

70 gharles : . : 1 e Bor B
surprise) What was)that -meryous twitcling you-hed when we ve
VAL~ e
Reancaqud % ? 1 Yo prvap /|

4| Caroline : But I told you { cramp from sitting down so long.

15 /
f}LGharles ¢ And the other one near Pa[eﬁuaw ?

ls JGaroline : Cramp from sitting down so long...What's so special about that 2

Q&fcharles + And the other near ...( Gestures )

L]

[, Caroline : Chimbar bRy O 2
( Both simultaneously ) Crarf from sitting down so long ( Pause ).

bl CGaroline : Charles dear : lets stop this useless arguing ( Charles searches in

-

his pockets and goes off ) Where ar e you going ?
L +Charles : ...To buy eigarettes ( exit ).

CAROLINE watches him go off, then, distractedly she moves to the bench and he-
gins to arrange her things. A dog barks, she shooes it away md goes back to
the business with her bags. People pass by . (MICHAEL wno ls seated on the other
bemph since the scene begaen, is staring at her , eyes popping with admiration.
He gets up and gidles over indecisively.s

b Michael : (coughing and clearing his throat, timidly speaking to her back) Ta-

" king the local train ?... Me tQ0...( pause ) Please don't ithink
that' i1's a habit of mine to I¥%e¥...scrape acqueintance with ladies
like this... But this 1lg different...( Meanwhile he is prodding
with his foot a package on the floor )...Only it's rather awkward to
beglin,..that is...( He notives the package and picks it up, giving
it to her ) What I mem is...

(4caroline : Ah ! But ... were you spesking to me ?

X - W ao
{/Michael ; ( Glances around) Who else ? of course I speaking to you ( involunta-
rily he drops the package he is of fering her and hurriedly picks it

up agaln ) Excuse me [ 'I'm so clanmsy...

1] Caroline : ( amused Please leave that poor little packegw there...and be @
500d G135 repeat your question ...Excuse me, I was thinking of some-

thing else.
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J1Michael : I was saying I don't usually speak with ladies without being intro-
duced fFirbt. B This is the first time that I've done it ...

j}}Caroline : Very naughty of you .

1y Michael : Caroline...( confused by using her first name ) That is ...oh ! ma-
| deme J I am sure that you're above those silly conventions.

17 caroline : But you know my name 2

. : 4 AN SN BAAAA A wae kK
4 Michael : Yes...I know your name., I know‘vefy—W§II“?6urj£;%e...There ls nothing
I know so well as your name...Caroline.ﬁ»ﬁ%}gehnq

4} garoline : Look here, young man . If you are thinking what I think you're thin-
| king then... :

1 wichael . ( interrupting her ) No J No ¢ excuse me...and please don't eall me
" young man".It's just that I-wanted to say I8ve been watching you
all the time in.the train and it appeared to me you were terribly
wokried about something. So I thought perhaps I could do something to
help you...I would do anything...really 4

' =
Il garoline : ( Staring at him ) Indeed, I'm surprised that aﬁ'stranger should be
80 interested. .

90 Michael : I swear that I am not ay stranger.
% 3 o T hove all The appesverncl rﬁ. M
0t Garoline : Nevertheless, you're weting jusb-like one,

V2 Michsel : What does it'mattef how I gggiagérmline. Try to understand that some-
body who hes admired you for so long cannot possibly be af stranger.

% )Caroline : Ah [ Now I undepbband.

jYMicheel : At lést, thank you Caroline.

%fCaroline : I unde®stand that you are trying to flirt with me.

¥ bMichael Uy God ! and so what... 1s it so awful ? Hasn't anyone ever flirted
with you before 2 -

. . aton it s
{1Caroline : I don't care for your intentdens. I'm a married woman. Sojiexcuse me-

I have Xkoxmukwe a horrible problem to solve and eesli—lhaas
wetle=srem ( goes away.). om~dA I jrnv Ay Liwo o e

00 pichael Garoline’it’s preclsely that problem I want to help you to solve.
‘flgaroline : Bub I don't even know you J |

{oMichael : That doesn't matter.fkook here, let's suppose that one afternoon - any
afternoon... we aréf N the park. \e -meet... somebody introduces USee o
Caroline... a bewitehing woman...Mlchael an engineering student. There
Ve are. leetings like that happen every day. And now we just happen
to meet again in this station; only, it appears you have forgottén me.
q|
- Caroline : gompletely .



G
/pp Micheel : Ah ! Then if you've forgotten me it me8ns you knew me before.

' 3 (

. M %M ¢ s
/| Caroline : (laughs)«égz%s?é . yo& certainly are persistent / Well, allright...
: ( stretching her hand ) How do you do ? ( pause ) and nOW .... Per-
haps I can concentrate on my problem ?

(0! WMichael : Then...You're not golng to tell me what it is that is worrying you?
/6% CGaroline : Of course not
v Mlichael : Well... you are the most obstinate ...

Caroline : ( quickly ) and you the most impertinent...Who do you think you
are ? I think I'll call Charles.

[0b Michael Allright, call chrles ER%ge Yomen are go complicated about e-
verything. What wesd to accept my help ? Thpmm—Snc
; B A offendell becayse I offered..Or is it‘%ﬁﬂi‘ifm‘bo~
ring you ? Ah,..( Indicates with a gesture that he sees Charles in
the digtance ) I'll speak to yqur husband. I'm sure that he 11 re-
cognize me, ¥ewm OFf course, %mgéﬁnever bothexhto look at me .even
though we see each other everyday ( he goes to hls violin case and
Strikes a pose ) Look at me. Don't I look vaguely familiar ?
: o v (Pomre whnds she Thirles ) .
Jo7 Caroline™¥ The violin next door ... of course, I knew I had seen you some=
where hefore...

( Charles enters muttering "Damned one horse town",ete...Michael discredely
moves away from Caroline and she smiles at Charles ).

;oﬁcaroline : Did you find ciggrettés, dear ?
|04 Charles : No ¢ ( sits down )

(|0 Michael : ( from where he is ) May I offer mine ©
//{ Charles : No thank you. (, Behind the mnewspaper) Don 't start conversations with

strangers on traind Journeys. Later there.is no way of getting rid
of themn,

/f720aroline : ( roguelshly ) Charles, but don't you remember 9 It's ichael g

/12 Charles : ( with foglish expression.)\é;n..ﬁichael...why yes..: but of cga§se..
How are you ?... taking a trip ?

-~

[}\/ Michael : Yes that's right ! are you sure you wmmik won't have a cigarette ?
( offers his package ) .

)l s . - . /- |
'/§ Charles : Filter tip ? Fine ( Takes one ). Tis incred@ible , %gaﬁ there 's no pkam
place to buy cigarettes... everiiie i closed. -

Jlb ¥lchael : Just o minute...If I8 not mistalen, what should be open at thig
time...1s the drug store. |

/| §Charles : Where is the drugdtore 2
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The dvisstove 7 Wall ... downT'e ovatushyechmed fo Tol
Therbanin-thevhotel,.., sure-end—the—hoted-has—tFDdDe—vren. h «te f
PONY s =
/] chmpline : That's right...of course) the hotel kastoeepeus

ﬂg Michael :

[l» Charles : Be explicit...Where is the hotel ?

J2| Michael ; At the end of the maln street... that is ... next to the "Five and
Tea" end the "Five and Ten" you'll find right down the main street.

pirCharles : ( doubtfully ) Well, Wikeh 1s the main street ?
113 Caroline : Charles , you ecan't miss it !

| 2 Michael : Yes,..it's the widest and longest street, going out of the station...
I think it's in this direction. You'll find it %EHE%E%EQ%XnWWthY%bi
to the "Five and Ten" you'll see the movie house... &nd over here

the church ( indicating with his hands) Well it's just a little one,

and oger this side, the Hotel...The Grand...or Flaza, I think...

I

/25 Gharles ; ( With inereasing disbelief) Very well...we 'll see...( exlt in the
opposite direction from first exit ) ;

2+ Michael : ( rushing up ‘to Garoline ) Thank you, Caroline. How clever you are !

|24 Caroline : Me ! What have I done ?

: % o ot rich ofF J )
'"L¢ liichael : You helped me dwpisss @RF your husband.

L }
| Qetvid o Avug sFove .
Tlﬁcaroline = ﬁﬁﬁﬁafaiﬁ my husband ? What do you mean %... That be ?..-Do you
nean iswibeeadic . . :
1 IaMichael : A1l these towns are the same, Caroline. There nmust be af hotel and a
dvuqstbe® in the main street. Don't worry he "1l find one. Now... tell me
' whet is this awful secret 2. :
| BERUX N
11 caroline : What makes you think it's a secret 2
[ {1Maichael : Charled doesn't know about it .
(ggcaroline : There are many things better unknown to husbands.
)2Y¥ichael : Naturally /!

: ) e . . be sswvy
| JfCaroline ; What thqy don 't know, they can 't gwiewe about .
J 3 Michael : (‘memAumiézgabﬁ ) I see what you mean.

}-qcaroline : I Torhid you to think of anything vulger Jit's something that gould
17 heppen to anybody, ' )

-

Iﬁéﬁiehael : Well then, tell me how e¢an I help you ?

lﬁfcaroline : Since you insist so mueh... I believe you said you were aﬁ enginee-
ring student, didn't you ? ( he nods ) In that case, I think you
could gilve me some -techniecal data.
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fﬂ?ﬂﬁchael : ( Joyful¥y ) You ... so feminine...so charming... talking about tech-
nical data ( she—ig astonished-at—tirigoutburst) I can@t help i¥ 2
— heodn kes ke homds and s he veacts with wbomirmew ™
%23_05 S ML oy g AL

[ Garoline : But how ridieculous ! Control yourself, please .

1?& Michael : I don't mind beé¢ing ridlculous and I ecan't control myself. I have

' wailted so long for thlis chance to talk to you... to share something
with you... aw. ..( change of tone ) All right...if you really want
it, I ean give you mountalins of technical data. AbQut what ?

f"Q(gc}zavhrw::line : Let's say, about the resismtance of certain materials to heat.

b ]

: N S—— Y v, New | bondhan s
@;fMichael : Resistance to heat ! Don't say .-i=9ah=&ma3ineggver%thing
4 Caroline ( wagging a reproachful finger) if if 1s what I s it

iS, ‘b Sase .M\—’mM

ﬁyrcaroline : That's a Joke, just what is it you suppose ?

5?6 Michael : It's very simple : you need money, so you decided to get a job with-

adh out your husband knowing and you were offered a place in a construe-
tion company,supply of materials, and so on ... 80 you need these
technical details. Caroline, please, let me take the Job for you !

I'11l give you the whole salary...I don't need it, really !

\Y9 Caroline : Good heavens ! What fantastie theory is this 2
WJi - - . H L'/ko
d¢ Michael : I assure you it is not fantastie...there are no strings abbeciEd.
!

Please, Caroline, let me take the job ./

qu Caroline : Very generous of you, young men, and suppose I aceepvt, on what would
you live ?

/§¥ Michael : Me ? Well, on the same miracle that I lived.up to now... if i%'s
necessary to steal, then I'll gteal, I haven't any scruples. -
}§4 Carollne : You are completely mad., really don 't know how we arrivedat this
a?surd business... and-éé%ﬁ#ﬁéﬁge, I.don't need money J Is that mkmar
clear 2 . ]

| 59 Micheoel : ( Resigned ) Quite clear.

313 Caroline : And now, pay attentlon...it's about my little problen. . : (unhapp¥ly)
it's guite ridiculous... but ...

;gg;Michael : ( emphatieally ) Yes. I know. It's the little ones that are always

the worst J

lljﬁaroline : Don't interrupt me ! I'm worrying myself sick while you say nothing
but - stupidities AN )tmat
P MNiarenik, , 7
]jéMichael.: Stupiditiesy ! Here an I ready to lay down ny life for you and you

call theh stupiditdes...H ;
. . T L T W P f& I..'}" G"Od.

[ g;Far*oline : I don't want your life, I want your technlcal é‘gﬁbeﬁv%""
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(9§ Michael : And I don't want you to work J

/fgq Caroline : Is that s0 ? and what right do you have to interfere...I = will -

i > e

work, .
J\é@ Michael : Over my dead body . o T ;
ib{ Caroline : What ?...Your body ?... You're making my head spin...I 've never
' -

thought of working .
] \(Mz Michael : Thanks ( takes her a.ha.nd ) I knew you would agree in the end.
(8 Caroline : Agree ? I saild I never even thought of going to work.
(¥ Michael : I could have sworn I heard you say " I- will - work ".

y ) [ L) o - ‘_ » ¥ = i
| % Caroline : ( holding her head ¥ Ohd Please ¢ Please J...g0 away... go away o
Leave me in peace = . : _

154’ Michael : ( Long pause , sadly ) Caroline...What's wrong ? Why do you treat
me like that ? I am only trying to help...have I sald something I
shouldn't ? If I have I'll never forgive myselE... because I...
( pause )

ﬁ ? Caroline : ( curious ) You... what ?
(§§ Michael : Because I... I'm in love with you...( long pause )

Y Caroline : ( taken aback ) No J... you don't expect me to believe thet... do
‘ you ? [amevas W‘“‘I)

|}P Michael : No... that would be to much to hope for.

,q;{ Caroline : Love at first sight, Hah ? I donft think you know what you're sa-
ying - what hapvens is that you'Pe very ypung... and ... and ...
you imagine things... :

; ° l'
/ g-q_ Michael : No, Caroline., I don't imagine anything.%o four months now I haven 't
been able to BWJ{ ..I can't do anything except think about
you. T've tried hard to get you out-of my head... but it's impossible

[ }3 Caroline : Don't be so romentic ¢

Lyq Michael : Love is romantiec, Caroline. Listen, when I first noticedyou in your
garden I thought it wa® a vision I was seeing, you were the image
of her, the same eyes... s0 large, her smileg, the color of her
hglr...you looked so nmuch like her...

*':B/Garoline : Like who 2
HM Michael : Do you bhellieve in reincarnation ¢

,ﬂ Caroline : But what are you talking about 2

(},ﬁ Hichael : You can laugh at me and call me romantie if you like, but the truth
is when I was small I fell hopelessly in love with 2 very My}d

aV/uv"' aunt of mine who died young. ..that is, with a of her, a
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niniature that I always kept at the he@d of my bed. She was so pretty
that just for one of her smiles...I would have done anything... Well,
as it happened I had almost forgotten her... when one day, oz}e after-
noon, I was playing my violin in front of the window and suddenly
there appears in your garden...

o
(QqCaroline : Who, your aunt 2

[
;'Q?D Michael NoY"’éé,roline. It was like a vision...You look so much like her. I can
. mEgExyam imagine you in an old fashloned dress, with a lace parasol
and buttoned boots...Caroline, from the very first I saw you...every-
thing has changed... of course I know I can't hope for anything, but
even so I feel as though I am in heaven.

f%q Caroline : Lucky you... because as for me... I'm in hell ‘

-

jg%michael : Caroline... forgive me,.. your little roblem I'd forégotten...tell me
all about it, from the begimning... whats Crehouf ¢

/4 Caroline : Well , I...it's a ... it's about 2 peh !( in a rush) A-cooking potf!

g saucoppee ... do you understand ? - ~ -

[fMichael : Caroline J( sinking down onnthe suitcases) A peM... do you have to
talk about pe#g now !

,fg(('}a.roline : Let me tell you, the only thing I can think about is pe#ms.
fﬁfgl\iiohael : Damn the pay !

gggbarolines:'yés, damn the pam, ..I hate it. I hate it from hmkkem the bottom of
my heart !

T&gMJ‘.cha.eJ. : (stareled) 'So much excitement about a pm..Franklj‘ I don 't understand
it L -

igqcaroline : Ah... at last something you don't understand. But of course, how
could you understand if it's about something real... some simple e-
veryday hﬁgenqlg. The JIILC ‘?;rou ignore. Anyway, listen to
" me. About helf an hour before we left the house Charles szid to me
g " I hate Ilunohing on the train, let's take a lunch box.
{ Mayvelgws | -
FqIviic.‘ﬂarzel C %%garful ( to himself )
al

=q0aroline : ( without hear;i.ng him ) Sg g ‘WPnt to the kitchen to prepare some

sandglchegh n° an enamelled ped, about this size
( indicates with hands {Patﬁ. helght... with some eggs to boil...

Michael : You describe it Zg well I can almost see it .

13 )
(qﬁ'aroline : And g}ﬁ\; done nothing but see it during the whole journey ... in

the window of the train... against the landscape... on the telegraph
y poles... in the trees...

Michael : See what 2

"'%é.roline : The % J ("V’ PELAR M L‘)
S \ ;
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14

‘Michael : You poor little thing J ... and then you started getting nervous.

;Q%Garoline : Yes, when we were going throug%.ﬁmuaaxp«Ou, I remembewmAl had left
the pe#boiling and it could gn on boiling for fifteen days ... xgﬁ
Those fifteen deys\wémeeh I'd promised myself (6F peace and quietl I”am
going to spend worrying myself sick & e

{ -
'q Michael : But Caroline. Calm yourself.,.. a pa#can't boil for fifteen days...

QQ-Garoline : But that's even worse + Becausg it will stop boiling when the wa-
' ter evaporates and then the po#L will get red hot and there 'll be s
' fire and the house will burn down and we haven't even paid . for it
yet...perhaps the flre could burn the whole block. Whalt a terrible

responsability ( he tries to cadm her ) In the train I was thin-
king perhaps I could telephone one of the neighbours.. .

@5$}ﬁ£hael : The one with the violin for example,

! ‘] . * 1 -
QQJCarollne : Yes, yes... he could get im the window or something,
90 L1ilchael : ( affectionately ) But I don't have a telephone, Garoline.

988 Caroline : Oh...then think of something.. . suggest something, please. ISm wmwms
80 confused I can't concentrate. I've been wracking my braing since

we left f:ummc4xqsga .
p ; SWwav st A . \ :
11‘!_!'9 Michael ; Aha !... and you A2V ne Jumpy again ag we came into OM\o&wcmSa..

ﬂscaroline : Mbmmﬁo 2 Oh, yes...Tm&%ﬁc. I remembered it's

right next to the stove...it's full ofDopsrs... and it's... made
of pef¥r. Can you lmagine ? -

ﬂﬂgﬁiohael : Take 1t easy ) Let's reeemmtruct the scene.
ﬂﬁjcaroline : Ah... at last... a helpful suggestion,
2 Michazel : Is it an electrie stove.or gas ?

_l@ﬁcaroline : Gas. ( Indicating with hands) Here's the stove, ad over there's the
working counter ( anxiously ) ... it's wood... Here sre the cupboard
doors and Just here a chair... with a seat—of stsfededs |

CLL o g i

Michael : What else ¢ A

¥ ﬂvﬂ% b e o Vevy "’W W""’W

Cal Bl )
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Michael = Ygu poor little thingl;.. d then you started getting

CAROLINE -/ Yes, when welre going §B uﬁgncagua sy LI remembered
had left the pot boiling And it could go on boiling
/ for fiftheen days, whigh 1'd promised myself of peace
quiet, 1 am going to ape%ﬁ worring myself sick!
MICHAEL - But Caroline. Calm yourself...a pot can't boil for

fifteen .(klayao o

- But that's even worsel Because it will stop boiling when
the water evaporastes/and then the pot will get red hot
end there'Ild be a fire and the house will burn down and
we haven't even pgdid for it yet...perhaps the fire could
burn the whg Jock, What a terrible responsability!

/= OB....then think of dompthing! Sugest something pleasel
I'm so confused, I can¥%t concentrate. I've been wracking
By brains since we left Rancegu@e... = :

got _ g
MICHARL ~ Aha...the jurips! #nd you hmg the jumps again as we

Ngoo. s .what was it¥

CAROL - Chimberd

X1£ e8es o the garvage box. I remembered it's
right ne:

to the stove...Bt's full of paper...and its

MICHAEL/Z Is it an electr gtove or gas? | o 7

CAROL ~\Gazs (INDICATING WEIFH HANDS) Here's the stove, and over
sre's the working comber (ANXIOUSLY)it's woodl Here

are the cupbomrd doors and Just here ;, a chalTeeewith

agsgaf“‘o% 1 Sl A

S

. CAROL - The waste page#; practically underneath the ssssepan!

MICHAEL -~ Let's seat in an hour the water will evaporate.

s

CAHOL -~ Yes, there was very little!
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NICHABL - In two hours the potiwill be red hot.
CAROLING —(ALMOST GRYING) dwbedi 0¥ N o |
MICHAEL - The eggs burnt to c,i_n&er°

CAROL = That's not important!

CAROLIHb - Is it necessary?

MICHAEL: - An_empty‘pot reacts d#ifferently from one with e%gs in ib.
CAROL -My god...go on!

MICHABL - Was it aluminium?

CAROL - It was enémelledo

MICHAEL -Then first the enamel égggg%so

X%

CAROL — What's that got to do with it!

MICHAEL ~'I have already told you that...

CAROL - (HISTERIGALLY) Don't tellf me anythlhg.oatne~aq=£epan

s fiSs on the waste 3 and the whole house burng
down...0Oooh...(AIMOST IN hARD)

MICHAEL —(TAKING.H&R HANDS TO PACIFY HER) But Carollne, take it
easy ... Smespsns don't spring!

CAROLINE - You are just saying-that to make me feel betters..

MTCHAREL - (COMING CLOSER EﬁﬁxlﬁﬁEHIX ADSURINGLY) I é?ar to you
' they don't spring' '

CAROL - (IMPETUOSLY HUGGING HIM) Really? if only it were true, The n

MICHAEL -(HOLD G HER WITH EYES LLO&ED DﬁEAMILY) What a pltYOeolf
only Ck es didn't exigt, WhAve b Covannn el -
. Lo, A A VN
CAROL = (RbCOVERIMG_HEﬁSELF) What's that? how dare you... e
MICHAEL - But Caroline...l just said, what a pity Charles will
- be coming backSsoon. _

CAROL - Oooh! You're right! Then we wont be able to do anything!

Please....you must find a way of getting rid of him again °
Say anything..oYes, and- try to find out if we are insured
against fire. Say that you selld insurance policies...Very
casually of course. I don't want him to suspect anythlng,
(PaUSE) Will you?

MICHAEL - You are asking me something very simple,

o
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but so i e P A i/
FazexpInsnyexy difficult to do...I' d-£&$her:¥au~askvée something

more difficult that would work out-rsimpler...ig—it—etear? . N

A e otk |

CAROL -No #erling, but it doesn't matter. '
VICHAEL - (JOYFULLY) Caroline!
CAROL - Whet's wrong?
MICHAEL — You yoU...o
CAROLINE - But...what is it?

MICHAEL - You cilled me darling...to me...so spontaneously that
I coud almost believe that you...that you...

CAROL - (QUICKLY) No, no, you musn't think esnything. Let's not

start all that again,please...(MIbHabL INDICATES THAT
CHARLES IS COMING)

CHARLES ENTHER., THEY HAVE DISCREETLY MD#VED APART)
CAROL - Did you get them Charles°

CHARLES (TAKING HIS TIME AND WITH A FORCED SMILE) No.
CAROL - Really dear? wasn't the drug store open?
CHARLES ~ What drug store?
CAROLINE - Next to the hotel...
CHARLES £ (SLOWLY) There was no drugs store ,-mégihew hotel no
Al MO
five and ten, mséuaxan-e-malnsx streeta

CARDLINE - Chzrles...a n&%}&ge without a maln street...youre
exageratlngo

| GHARIES * Listen, this ealled vasisee of yours, is nothing more

than a helf a dozen shacks kept together by a dirt track
There's nothing that looks like a main street, and
what's more, i'b'su"ﬁtnhabltedo And mow, I hope you'll
excuse me, (SQ E? AND S;£S DOWN TO RwWAD HIS NLWSPAPLR)
N-%/‘_WV g s A IR L rsnrt-i'u
CAROLINE LOOKS HLLPLL&SP&E;%ICHAEL HE CLEARS HIS THROAT)

igtaken thisa;ggiggg’for

ring was pese further on

MICHAEL - It's my fault...I must have
another. Before, the chayrg

CAROLINE - Ah, you travel & lot?
MICHAEL - Yes, quite a bit.

CAROLINE - (SHE MAK&ES SIGNS EGGING HIM ON) How interesting, of
898??3&1%%55 because of your job (MORE SIGHS)- I mean your

1
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